
A' Report 6n Efforts made to establish an :..- __ ..,.;,,,:_ ______ , _______________ ...;_,.._;_ _____________ _ 

--..:----..,--~-~-------------------------

'At·-::t1~e_·:_mEi'~tin:~,---,ti~i~· O.ur:i,n~ :the:.gu;~pea1~ Conference on Mission 

~::·st\idi~-~---.:ill __ -b'S~o-·:_:J.n-::·A~:~~st_ :1970-~ at_ ~hi~h it_ wa·s decided to :fo.llllcl.-
, ,-_'.{J'.i! ·:;_ ;::;:::i;ri .. :·'itri't··~;Ji~·t·i_p~a'l.- As.~o-6iatio~- ,r6i'-:Missio'h studieS' -11 a need for an.·-: 

o·:'·J.flt.e.rnati.0.U&l: ~~-~en16~i- ~nid scien~ir1c· 'journal or~ mission st_udies · 

···.\'·_·, ,) -~1a·~--\~e~~r~ifY- V:6i6,edu} and 11 the ·Provisional Committee wex.e 
--. : ':_i1'.;_~-t~u~:~~:ci.:·:_'to~- .fiivEiS-tigate the possibili ties 11 (Minutes, p .3 )". 

\ ,, 

_-The:··ptopo_~Ei!<f. .-_cons_ti tution .for the Association, therefore, 

'spe.cifiCaiJ,,y_ states that one of the Association's objects shall 

ht;i}~-' 1;u~o. .-::l:~i-~iµate publications in the area of the Association 1 s 
'irite_r~stS_~·-'including an international joill:'nal and bibliography"~ 

The. ·matte!'_ of, .. the Journal was fully discussed by the Provisional 

Committee at its meeting at Alve~na, Netherlands, November 1970 
(the only llieeting which, for financial and other reasons it has 

been able to hold). It was agreed 11 (a) that Professor Myklebust 

be the association 1 s editor~ (b) that the P1·ovisional Committee 

constitutci an interim editorial board; (c) that Hr. Walls approach 

Mess:rs. E. J. Brill of Leiden with a view to their undertaki1i_g 

publication~ (d) that app.roaches be made .-to Evangelische Arbeits

gemeinschaft ffu Weltmission and the S.C0 de Propaganda Fide con

cerning financial support should this be necessa.ry; (e) that 

relationships_ with existing journals .be kept in mind(Hinutes, p. 2) g 

Due_ to unforeseen circumstances, and difficulties experienced 

in the efforts of the committee to secure the necessary data, more 

than. one -year .elapsed before plans of a mo.re concrete nature could 

be worked out~ A memorandum entitled 11An International Journal 

for Missiology~ Some Reflections and Suggestions 11 , p.repared by the 

secretary of the committee, was sent in April 1972 to the chairman 

and members·of the committee. It was at a late:r date sent also to 

Professo.t' E. Jansen Schoonhoven. A copy of the document is enclosed 

herewith. ·what follows is partly an accolU1t of re-actions roceived 

to it, _:i,:iart_ly additional remarks on some of the questions with 

which it d8a1s • 

' . ' 



2. ' _: :,, '> . ----, i'· . ' -. 
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The ·:_comini_ttee recomm8nds , unanimously and empha ti ca lly, that _ 

··.·:,.· 
,-;-:\:: :··,_·,.°.:'~'P.:'~·-~in_t~.i'-;na_t_io_n_~-~i.:::~_·O\J:r-na_i ·or -·t4e .. :typ_e _indiqate-d be established at 

·..',/~:.'.'.:(·'.-€-.ht(·'.·e~.X'lle.st 'i)dss:i.'bl'e ·date a., Acccrding- to ··Professor Gensichen, the 
, ,.,_,:-.;~::'.!' ·.:_'.,..'i '.- _·::' ::-,•_,.- '-: ' _·: - ' '. ,, ' - ' -'· .. ' 

,, 

ii' l 

' 
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-. ·.-...· ·-:·:->· .. ,1 :;::_:·,·Q_hci~C~:all_·-0,r._._'-~h_e; .. _·?-~ram-i t_tee f · 11 tl;le ··i<;1:3a of ·Mi-ssio should ~ndeed be· 
.,._ '.<,'..,'':.P·U;tiSµed·/:,.:'.bUt:::th!'/:r.e,.:is -~ -n~ber of'_·probl8ms still to be solved, 

, ... _ .,, ... -'i·9_~-~ino_st-,·~~Ollg; th~ro, _finding a publisher, the condi tio sine qua 
'; '-.--· ·:~.:~.;~:;~~?·~{'fa:~, _·-~y&!r._¥:tbing :-~is~j _includin~- -a- _fila.ft budget • 11 

-·'.- ; __ ·:rn: th6 6.pin:ioii.· Of -D:r.Q_._·-.s.a.martha the proposed journal~ to be able 

''.tO :'~a.k~ .. ~-- S.ign:t,ric8nt.- cciµiri butio:n _to the. whole __ discussion as to 
' - : ' ' - :- '' .- -_ - - :· ~ -" '• -. - - . 
· :._t;he._.m8aning iu.1Q.-.practice ·of mission to-day, must fulfil a 

-~·:'dis-ti.nctive·.-furict-ion: different from the already existing journals o 
,~--,~·::-- -

·:-President Anderson raises the question of possibly p-utting the 

joUl·nal-tit_le .a;t least in English rather than in La tine Also, he 

thinks that it is worth investigating what have been the 

experie_nces of journals, such as the 11 Intelinational Review of 

Mission11 , which appear entirely in English. As regards contents 

the sllggestion is .made that the last issue or, alternatively and 

preferably, a special number each year be devoted to an annual 

bibliographical reviel.' or survey of mission literature. 

Professor Camps, :finally, .has specially interested himself in the 

name of the proposed journal. Of the titles st1p,e;osted ty the 

secretary he prefers 11 Acta Missiolog,ica 11 • 11 Journal of Missiology11 

or 11 International Journal of Mission Studies 11 , too, are i:;ood 

titles, as the word 11 journal 11 indicates a scientific publication~ 

On the otherhand 11 Studia Missionaria 11 cnnnot bo acceptod 1 as there 

exists in Rome a l~eview entitled nstudia Ivfissionalian, and 11 Missio 11 

'does not sufficiently indicate the scholarly nature of the venture~ 

So far the re-actio11s received to the memorandum of April 15, 

1972e Some .add'itional remarks concerning some of the points rciised 

the:re- follow~ 

1 ~ The question of finding a publisher hcis occupied the memb~rs 

of the committee ever sinco its. meeting at Alverna .in November 1970, 
but nntil flpril thj.s year no answer had bean fou11.d. Even now we do 

not see clearly our way in this matter .. However, the situation is 

not without hopeful features~ As far as publisher is concerned, Dr. 

Walls, who has investigated the possibilities which Britain offers, 

reports that Messrs Mc.ircham Manor Press are interested, but would 
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like .mo.re. de~B.il,s :or.·eipeot~d ;circiulation·, .etc~ ·.~.he university 

_ ..... _-'p.re.S~~s·.' ·of p.xf_o~,ef ·~n4 .. Camhridg8'.,. _too-, have. been ·appro?cl~ed, but 

;<'!,t 'the.· t1fu·~.'~.f'-:wri-~~·4g··the.i1· re-ac.tions-, are not lal9wn& 

;., _ As ·l'ega .. rdS .. Me~'·s:r~:·~'~·E • . :i_~ Bri_i~ of LEt_id:.n,.-· ProfEi-ssor E.e Jansen. 

.~ Scho~nhoveii~ at-- th~_ ~equost of tho domirii ttee,: has -been kind enough 

to .make ~-n_qUi:Cies. Brill' s are defini. toly interested. Iri the 

'.w6rds .of the··nirector,-~fr.~11Jiedar, 11 such a journal 1vould fit in 

with _the character o'f our fi.rm 11 " Howeve_i., bocauso of the difficult 

.~c_onomic -situation ·th8y can undertake to publish _the jo~,µal. only 

On con_ditio:Q. that·. -a .subsidy be guaranteed .. They p-0.blish about 4o 
·-scientific journais d Of these only three are ·self~suppo:rting. 

In the report of his c0nversation with Directoi' Wieder on June 

22, 1972, Professor Jansen Schoonhoven also has this to say: 
11Thinking of a journal that appears in 4 issues a year, of 80 

pages each, the subscription fe@ would become 60-80 Dutch guilders, 

· }'1hich of .comse is fa-r too high.~ It would have to bo reduced to 

30-4o Dutch guilders. Mr .• \efieder asswned ·that a .. yearly subsidy of 

15.-20~000 Dutch guilders would bo necessary, at least in the 

first th.tee years. If tho numbex of subscribers would increase 

above- expectations, the subsidy _could be diminished., 11 

2. ¥~inaI"!-22.~ - This is, of courso, our main p1°obJ.em, and it is 

the.refore impo:rc:itivc that a satisfc:rcto.ry Golution to it bo fow1d. 

By pooling our :resou:rcos as .a •.-rorld fellowship we ought to bo able 

to raise the funds required. If a subsidy of 20.000 Dutch guilders 

will be needed, 50 por cent of this amount might be paid in the 

form of contributions fl'om institutional mombors (which would mean 

that, on the basis of the p~cesent corpora to membership, each 

institution on an average would pay 250 Dutch guilde11 s) 1 and the 

remaining 50 po.r cent t.h.rough contributions from scientific 

foru1d.ations, councils, etc~ in the several countries as ·well as 

from special bodies such as the Sacl'a Congrogatio pro Gcntium 

Evangelizatione in Rome and the Evangelische ilrbeitsgomeinschaft 

fUr tifeltmission in Harnburgb A number of the leading lLlissionary, 

bOa.rds and societies in the USA and EU'!i'ope, too, might bo approached 

with_a view to enlisting thci.r suppo11 t .. 

To reduce production costs the number of issues A year may be 

cUt dovm from four to th.roe (of 80 pages each),_ and further, 

al though we hosi ta te. to suggest this, the numbe.t of pa ge.s in each 
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eu v<JJ«-""'' o~ -11 Numen1!, _the revievr of the 

' :f\'',, l'i!~'~l'~t,~t~~:t:~~"'.;,f~ti'.'Yc~~'. cJ:o~:L:~~- :History of Relig_ion , __ .-comprises 
•<•·••\••:••': the number of 1-anguages 

(We have 
d9 c'O~ui·. -f,r-om :1at1n America tha-t the jolll'nal should 

Spanish._.·a;fl': an -116fficial11 language e) 

;,,_-·3·;'!:· .... Bibliog;-~·PhY~· ·- The .importance of_ makihg an annual 

•bil:llrograph~cei survey a special feature of the proposed journal 
. q~A•hardly: be ,overemphasized. The su:rvey should. list publications 

.· i.ri '<th_~-'."'d'iffe·i>etit, l,an·guages_ .1~ thE?- fie-ld o.f mis~ioiogy <3S well as 
iii -T8l~ted .fieldS :of- stl,l.d.Ya Hciwe~er, this_-·plan may- have to be 

altered or· modified as. a result of closer-co-operation in 
bi~liography and documentation~ We refier to investigations made by 

?ra Walls, and on which he will .report to this conference, con

cerning a joint .11 ecLUnenical" bibliography incorporating 11Biblio-

., ··~grafia -Missiona'.ria.". · 

·-l+~ ~ .... A b.t"ief title such as· 0Miss-ioll is to be preferred to 
some longer name in' Latin or English 1 cf. 11 J\Tumen 11 (to ·which :refe~ 

:'rence was just made) and 110.riens 11 (journal of the International 

Society for Oriental Research)~ If the entire l'Gview is to be in 

English, the name, too, mc:iy be in this languageo In this case 

the wo'.rd 11 Journal 11 in some :ro:rm ol' other should_ Jppoai' i11 the title~ 

5 ~ ;Ed;i tor.U.:l" = The appointment or the edi tol', or edi to:rs ~ 

should be made at the earliest possible date. Also, an (advisory?) 

editorial board should be set up, fully :repxesentative of the 

geographical areas, churGh t:radi tions ~ etc., 1'eflccted in the 

Association's membe:rshipo 

Oslo August 10, 1972 
Olav Guttorm Myklebust 


